FRIENDS OF Pisgah, INC.
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Annual Meetingi Please Join Us
Tuesday, Novembel5, 2005 at the Winchester Town Hall

From the President

Dear Friends,
| was told many years ago that the older you get the fistdime goes by, and | can vouch for that remark.

This past S ummer really moved along and | 6 m Hewever,we ditl et theg s
cellar floor finished, the overhead door and trim finished, the alastalied by Home Security and the lights and wiring installed by
Toussaint Electric.One very important job was the drainage around the building. Doug Edwards installédcal@ért across the
Visitor Center driveway and removed the culvert that cebéise road. He also installed a culvert to catch some of the road water and
all of the west side roof wateHe also did a gregbb in the landscaping at the north end of the batmanks for a great job Doug.

For anyone interested, there is a bookicfures regarding the start of the barn removal at Westmoreland, repairs and ndsipgrts
madea t Bi |l Mi t ¢ h eflubtbesassembly ahitkluddingeat the \AsitoeCenterlocation This book is at the Mitor
Centerfor all to see. Plese call Norma at 239183 if you would like to visit.

Now for some bad news. At our last council meeting John Larson (Treasurer) informed us that he is moving away frodutirgarea
the next few monthsso we should be looking for his replacementhnlbas been very efficient and has really dogeeatjob for us.

He alsohas beera faithful volunteer on the Wednesday work crew. He will be sorely missétbbya and the rest of the crew as
well as by the Friends.

The annual picnic was a great sess. George Sth, Chairman (with help from SusaandG e o r g e Gviartha) heasl thimgs well
organized with plenty of food and flowershe eventva s we | | attended and dayp m sure every

The flooding that started on th& 8f Octoberdid a tremendous amount of damage toRaek. Many bridges, roads and trails were
washed out.At thistime no one is admitted to thafRT not even hiker$ until further notice.]l 6 m afrai d it will
the Park will be opened to the filic. Norma has provided many photos of the damage and a few are reproduced in this issue of th
Update.

We are still looking for old farm equipment to be displayed in the barn. We have several items already. If you hava stuime re
stuff just call mg336-5462) and someone will check it out.

The annual meeting will be held in the Winchester Town Hall Tuesday, November 15 at 7 p.m. Mr. Lionelndhhite associate,
Pete Bowman,from the New Hampshirdivision of Forest and Lands will be our guasgteakes. They will be discussing the Natural
Resources Inventory. Please have your questions ready.

Election of officers will be held. If you are interested in holding an offilkere is still time tocall the nominating chairman, Jim

Savory (603256-6234).A tentative list of nominees is given in this issue of the Update but we are always looking for volunteers. Ir

particular, we need a replacement for John Larson as Treasurer. John will assist his replacement as John will beaifetheremea

mont hs. Pl ease give this some thought. Service as Treasurer
Bill Roberts
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From the Park Manager
General Special Events
We had a very busy but prospercausnmergetting projects done As usual, Pisgah is a popular spot for events such as the Granite

throughout the Park. Bhy thanks to our dedicated MidweekState Carriage Association ride thes held in August as well as
Work Crew volunteers, two Americorps crews and my seasortae Pisgah Marathon running race and Miracles in Motion trail

assistant, Danny Ford. ride (held in mid September)Ve also had Tom Sintros (FOP
Council Member) with his Keene High School environmental
The first Americorps Crew arrived on June™&nd stayed st udi es student s, t hpeWar@dreadot e r f

through the 2%'. They worked at the Kilburn area, installing railsand several club rides, picnics, etc. throughout the suniher.
on bridgesnew sections of bog bridges along the connecting trdloundtable sponsored by the Historical Society of Cheshire
to the Ridge Trail and also did some extensive trail maintenan€eunty was scheduled to meet in the Park on Octolebuisthe
on the south side of the Kilburn Loop. meeting was cancelled owing to closing of the Pa&abise of

the flood damageAlthough the area of the Visitor Center and
The second crew came on Septembmid stayed through the barn suffered very little damage, the presence of many visitors
14", They built a new bridge othe Habitat Trail where the would have interfered with the staging of our repair effqlss
springfloods had destroyed the existing bridge, making the Trailave consumed some Staff time which was best ustgkiRark
impassable. recovery efforts. We hope to welcome the Roundtable next year.

Cliff Struthers again volunteered many hours grading and fixifgpecial Thanks
our Park roads using his own tractor. Cliff lives a bit less than 3
mile from the Pd¢ Visitor Center and often is a regular fixture onThroughout the summey the Hinsdale Trail was virtually
Old Chesterfield Rd driving his tractor to and from the Park. Wienpassable. In fact, | was called out for the rescue of awhan
much appreciate his help. had gotten stuck with his ATV (permitted dretHinsdaleTrail)

on the trail due to the muddy conditions. After this incident, Scott
| am sad that Danny Ford has to end his season witdisihielp Blodgett and his wife, Hope, took it upon themselves to
has been invaluable in keeping the Park in gsbdpe. In drastically improve the trail by volunteering equipment, materials
actuality, Danny was supposed to end on Octob&rb@t the and many hours of labor. | want to personahank them for
floods in the Park on the weekend of Octobé&r®Bresulted in an their dedication to the Park and the trail systeroughout
extension of Dannyb6s seasonal work until about the &end
November.(Editors note. We are pleag¢hat the Trails Burau  Why Is The Park Closed?
was able togrant this extension to provide vital manpower for

the extensive job of rehabilitating the Park infrastructure.) As most of you readers know, on October 9, 2005, Southwestern
_ New Hampshire was hit hard with heavy rains and severe (flash)
Midweek Workdays flooding causing lots of dmage to many homes and roads

throughout the region. The Park also sustained major damage
Every Wednesday throughouthe summer our Midweek totaling approximately one hundred sixty six thousand dollars to
Volunteer Work Crew assists the Park Staff in maintenaDoe. roads and bridges especially on the South End where several
midweek (Wednesday) workdays began Mdytdis year.The b e av er d a msTheiebareavmanmade. dams which
Midweek Crew worked with Danny and me: clearing all theve monitor in Pisgah ParkVe had to sandbag the west side of
vistas; clearing the historic sites and installing new posts withe Pisgah Reservoir Dam as a precauftatiam Pond Dam last
signs; clearing trails, ditches and culveiis.addition, we also some material on the back side but we can not, as of this writing,
relocated a short section of the Lily Pond Trail around thget material in to fix it. The Old ChesterfieRd at the junction
wetland area, worked on the Hubbard Hill Trail fixing the erosioaf John Hill Rd is washed out to a depth of 6 feet and more
problems on the first hill, and installed box culverts on variousashouts exist north up the road. John Hill Rd is impassable!
trails as needed. Incidentally, the Hubbard Hill Trail work done
in the past year, including the work of the Midweek Work Crevdur State officials felt it best to post the Park as closed until we
enabled the Hubbard Hill Trail to survive the floods of Octoberan get the repairs mades soon as the papsork is signed, we
in very good shape! will begin to repair the roads amee will open as soon as the
roads are passable. It is too much of a liability and will interfere
This very dedicated team of volunteemnsists ofGil Cameron, with the repairs if we allow public access during the repair
John LarsonJerry Gosant and Kim Nisen. This fall we were process. We plan to get the roads and lesdixed as soon as we
very fortunate to have Bob Miller join our Volunteer Crew. Heean before thevinter season sets itdowever, there is extensive
comes with lots of experience and we enjoy working with him. bridge damage, particularly along some trails and repairs may
take significantly longer than we would lik&ccess, at least to
nonvehicular traffi¢ will be permittel as soon as we can do so
safely. Norma Reppucci

Mustard, Marshmallows, Membership and Moving
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Just what do theef o uMO s h av e i Tine picoicvambnme?| enjoyed theustardon my hamburger and my hot dog (along
with some relish) at the FOfnhnual Picnic in September. Arfdom those | saw and talked withall seemed to be having a good time.
The marshmallowd just threwini maybe next year we can toast some. But 711 d c
other than very may if they melt onto the burner!

With regard tomembershipour policy has been and continues to be that any new member application or renewal received on or aft
our annual picnic is applied to the following calendar year. Incidentally, the early renewal®unakeord keeping and reminder
processes a little easidliease give some serious thought to indicating on the renewal/application form, one or more areas of intere
in which you would be willing to help.

Lastlyi moving Within the next 6 to 12 monshmy wife and | will be moving on to a continuing care community in Wallingford, CT.
With that in mind, | have asked not to stand feekection as your Treasurer. | have agreed to serve in an interim capacity pending the
election/appointment of a sucees. We would greatly appreciate having a new volunteer for this position. Generally speaking, it
involves: management of FOP funds from home with occasional trips to the bank, receipt of funds including membership dues :
attendance at the 10 or se 2 hour (maxX)yfmont hl'y meeti ngs of FOP i f possible. We
position and | will gladly give advice and information about the job to our next Treasurer.

It has been an interesting experience serving as your Treésueeithese past four years) along with being part of thewaik work
crew (for 6 or maybe 7 years). As noted ab ovspringallgadt.llif yoblkke ar c
working with numbers and can balance a chedk, and would like to assist in the management of FOP please me or call me (256
6488 in West Chesterfield) or give our Nominating Committee Chairman, Jim Savory, a calGP2364 . We 6d | i ke t
before the November f5Annual Meetingbuta mi nati ons/ vol unteers can be accepted
has been a great pleasure serving with and for the FOP.

John Larson

Rail Trail Damagein the Great Floods of Octobe2005

In view of the extensive and destructive flanglwhich occurred in southwestern New Hampshire on the weekend of OctoBer 8
2005, | have discussed the damage to the Cheshire County rail/trail system with Bob Sporel, New Hampshire Trails BBasgu, and
Labombarde, FOP Council member and Chegbaenty Director for the New Hampshire Snowmobile Association.

The 69 mile rail trail system consisting of the Cheshire Rail Trail North, the Cheshire Rail Trail South, the AshuetaiilRaitl The

Fort Hill Rail Trail suffered only minor damage duritige floods and torrential rain at the beginning of Octolgpecifically, there

were three washouts on the Ashuelot Rail Trail, one just north of Mathews Road in Swanzey, one next to the entranteef iRine S
Swanzey and another over by the Brownfrafso in SwanzeyThe severest was the Pine Street washout which was 15 feet wide and
10 feet deep.This may also involve the loss of a culvert in this locatidre Cheshire North line is reported not to have any
problems. The Cheshire South had a dhweashout across from the Cheshire County Fair grouitte Fort Hill Line has some sink
holes.

These problems are going to be fixed by the New Hampshire Bureau of Trails and they are making reports to FEMA. Guddall, it w
appear that the rail traihfrastructure has faired well compared to lots of DOT and town highways, roads and bfibgss.railroad
engineers deserve a lot of credit for the design and construction of a system that has continuously stood up to tisinetedtits
We are ndeed fortunate to have one of New England's best rail trail systems right here in Cheshire County.

John Summers

Natural Resources Inventory

Natural Resource Inventory work in support of the development of a Master Plan for the management of theifer# toa pst
summer This project consists of collecting data on vegetation communities, old growth stands and plant diversity as well as maki
overall forest health observations, e.g. beech blight frequency, etc. Other studies will include totthvellimited to: further studies
of vernal pools, bird inventory and breeding counts along with mammal inventory work at various levels. Studies on gdiaspecie
already been completed in some areas of Pisgah at Franklin Pierce College. More plamityoamd wetland studies are being
planned.The nature of a Natural Resource Inventory with regard to Pisgah Park will be discussed in our Annual Misetipiease
refer to the more detailed article by Tom Sintros on this subject on page 4spfitige2005 edition of the Update.

Matt Donachie
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The Mighty Chestnut Tree

Some 40 years ago, Martha and | owned a large home built in 1905. This home was enriched by numerous aspects of wood \
featuring chestnut, a remarkable tree whose wood made masvilmiture, paneling and other appointments characteristic of a
Victorian or other home of that erihe nuts of course (long before my time) were sold on street corners by veshdrsunately,

the chestnut fell prey to a blight which wiped this migesee from the inventories of forests nationwide but particularly here in the
northeastern USOur home in Connecticut those many years ago featured, among other things, two chestnut fireplace mantles an
built-in chestnut china closétvhat a treasu@r those appointments were. How sad that they can no longer be provided for the populact
at large. Those who have furnitweother item®f chestnutor homes paneled or otherwise finished in chestnute asur e t he |
Meanwhile, the chestnut suveéis, even in Pisgah Park but only for brief times. My fathdaw, well versed in the identification of
trees, pointed out to ®mMe 15 years ago timeany small chestnut saplings along the Old Chesterfield Rd in the Park on the way to
Fullam Pond from dwntown Winchester. Unfortunately, the chestnut saplings do not live long (though some of the ones we saw h:
attained heights of 10 ft or so) and succumb to the blight. Research continues on saving/regenerating the crersinohdregght

hope that smeday this marvelous tree will once again be an important part of our forest culture. By the way, even dead chestnut tr
last a long time. | have hiked all the trails listed in the Connecticut Walk Book and on one of those trails, as rebentl{ed970s,

a landmark along a trail in eastern CT was a dead chestnut tree. Imagine, this tree, estimated to have died betwe&éf82®hadind
wood so rot resistant that a large part of the skeleton of the tree was still staveting years later!

With this preamble, werovideyou a poem by Diane Steeves, our Pisgah R&rkkend Ranger.
Matt Donachie
The ForestKing
Nobl e rul er, sovdreign, s et dlwedimber, rafied andstraigbgrained,rofehe €hestnut tree,

Stretched royal crown and shadow on those beneath its boughsHad filled entire railroad cars with boards cut from just one,

Massi ve gi rgtrink established majedty. i n And produced fine furniture, instrumentsdaencing.

The forest king spread mighty limbs in longevity Devastated by the blight in th
Mythical hardwood forests long held in great esteem Forest king presiding, laid down its mighty scepter,

From hillsides oMt. Etnato the Carolinas. And left behind a kingdom now lost in memory.

Slick and lustrous, dark brown nuts in greenish bristly hulls Hope holds out to one dage the forest king return

Carpeted the wodland floor in numbers no more seen With mighty limbs outspread, arising once again as

Filling cornucopia with sustenance for all. A Phoenix from the fire.

Diane Steeves
(CopyrightDiane Steeves, 2005)

Canoe and Kayak Outing on Pisgah Reservoir

The FOP sponsored another canoe and kayak outing on pristine (before th@igadh) ReservoiOn August 27, a group of people

met atthe Rte 119 parking lot at 9:00 a.Bummers Backcountry Oultfitters once again kindly provided canoes and kayaks for guest
use. Some attendees used their own c€ahoes and kayaks were transported from the Upper Reservoir Parking Lot to the Reservoi
by the Park Staff and Summers Backcountry OutfittéFee weather was good aheéaders John Summers and Jdterrick report

that the event was quite enjoyable.
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Friends of Pisgah Annual Meeting

TuesdayNovember 15, 2005
Town Hall, Winchester
7:00 PM

Agenda
Presidentds Report (Bill Roberts)
News from the Park (Norma Reppucci)
Committee Reports

Report of the Nominating Committee (Jim Savory)
(All nominees have agreed to serve if elegted.

Officers
President William Roberts (Hinsdale)
Vice Presidenh Jim Savory (Hinsdale)
Treasurer to be provided at the meeting
Secretary Robert Smith (Keene)

Council Members* - To serve a Three YeafTerm, expiring in November 2008

John Herrick (Chesterfield)
Russ CalkingSwanzey
Barry LabombardHinsdalg

Election of Officers
Nominations from the floor
Close nominations

Cast ballots
Speakers: Lionel Chute and Peter Bowman
Topic: Natural Resources Inventory of Pisgah Pdt

Lionel is the Administrator of the New Hampshire Natural Heritage Bureau at theéoDivisForests and Lands, the
Statedbs information resource f orholdsa BachelsrpkFoies Sciermend t hr
degree from the University of New Hampshite. addition to coordinating the Natural Heritage Bureau, Lionel also

serves on the NH Invasive Species Committeégor to working at the Division of Forests and Lands, Lionel spent 5

years at the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests developing methods and tools to advance
biologically sustainable forest magement.

Pete is a Nature Conservancy Ecologist housed at the Natural Heritage Beetauwonducts field inventories and
works with Division of ForestandLand$foresters on the management of State lands. Prior to joining NH Natural
Heritage, he washe Ecologist for the Delaware Natural Heritage Program for five yddesholds a B.S. in
environmental science from Rutgers University and a Master of Forestry from Duke University for which he studied
the herbaceous communities of longleaf and slash foirests in northern Florida.

The topic ofa Natural Resources inventory is a vital one for persons responsible for the future direction of Pisgah
Park. The FOP is sponsoring such an inventory in the Park and the topic has been discussed in pdbthissues
Update. See thgpring2005 issue of the Update as well aslthef article in this current issue. We are sure that you

will have many questions for Lionel and Pete.
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The Flood of Octobe2005

Looking North on Old Chesterfield Rd Bit
South ofthe Junction with John Hill Rd.

Looking North at the Junction of Old
Chesterfield Rd and John Hill Rd. That Gully is
About 5 ft Deep!

Looking Northwest on Old Chesterfield Rd at
Snow Brook Cutting th&®oad

Looking Downstreanon Kilburn Brook at the
Remnants of the Bridge!

At Kilburn Brook. The bridge is gone!
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Bridge on LoweKilburn Loop Showing That It Was Floated Off
the Trail and BackutWas Saved by Wedging on Trees

Officer Dan Reppucci of the Winchester Police Dept Standing i

the Gully at the Junction of Old Chesterfield Rd and John Hill Rd-°°KiNg South on Old Chesterfield Rd Near the Doolittle Cider

Mill

But We DidEnjoy the Summer and Early Fall

Cliff Struthers and His Trusty Tctor AmericorpsSecond Crew at Pisgah
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Midweek Work Crew and Ranger Danny Ford on the Trail

Retiring Treaster and Long Time Midweek Work Crew
Volunteer, John Larson

Ranger Danny Ford Working Along the Road
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